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Rookie Read-About Dinosaurs 

Reinforcing the understanding that scientists don’t really know what dinosaurs looked like, the illustrations in these small volumes reflect their many possible appearances. The prehistoric subjects are depicted with broad ranges of colors, skin textures and feathers, etc. The art varies widely in style and quality of reproduction and is overall dramatic. Readers in search of gore will find plenty of it in Velociraptor as well as in one scene in Tyrannosaurus Rex. The texts are written in dry generalities and close with boilerplate spreads about dinosaur “bones” (meaning fossils) and notes to adults suggesting activities.

 —School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2012 on Apatosaurus, Oviraptor, Stegosaurus, Triceratops, Tyrannosaurus Rex, and Velociraptor
Rookie Read-About Sports 

Designed to appeal to the youngest readers, this series introduces popular team sports. The short chapters give brief overviews followed by key elements of the games. Each spread consists of a full-color photograph of multiethnic children engaged in the sport and a few sentences. The back matter includes tips on good sportsmanship and staying healthy, along with fun facts. “Words You Know” sections match essential words with a corresponding picture. The flow can be choppy and there are some flaws: the “Getting a Run” section in Tee Ball switches gender midstream (“The batter is safe if she gets there first. She stays on first base. He goes to the next base if his team gets another hit.”). While these are adequate introductions, “Jump into Sports” (The Child’s World, 2010) is a better beginning-reader series.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2012 on Basketball, Soccer, and Tee Ball
Nature’s Children

Aimed at recent graduates of the publisher’s “True Books” series, these titles offer substantial but not intimidating quantities of specific information about the featured creatures’ characteristics and life cycles. Each book also examines the animals’ relatives of the past and present as well as natural and human threats to the species’ survival. The accompanying photos are generally apt and well angled, with visible splashes of gore in Lions, Komodo Dragons, and Bald Eagles; the excitingly extreme close ups throughout Tarantulas are of particular note.  Impressive back matter enhances each presentation.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2012 on Bald Eagles, Chimpanzees, Dolphins, Komodo Dragons, Lions, Pandas, Penguins, Sharks, Tarantulas, and Wolves

True Books
Formulaic, although attractive and readable, these books provide basic information about the Civil War era. Color pictures and a two-page “The Big Truth” spread provide pizzazz. A two-question quiz preceding each table of contents encourages reader interaction. The books end with statistics about the topic, answers to the quiz, websites and “places to visit.” A brief timeline is more decorative than informative. Glossary. Index. Additional Selection

— Library Media Connection, March/April 2012 on Abraham Lincoln, The Civil War, The Confederate States of America, and Slavery in America (The Civil War)

Similar to Crabtree’s “All Around the U.S.” (2011) and Cherry Lake’s “It’s Cool to Learn about the United States” (2011), this latest subset of the “A True Books” series does not disappoint. Five of the volumes cover a particular region’s history, people, resources, and challenges. While these titles briefly introduce the geographical characteristics of the area, Landforms goes into greater detail. The welcoming format features bold, high-impact headings and large, colorful photographs or period illustrations on every page. Like other subsets in the series, every volume begins with two statements, and readers will be able to determine whether they are true or false by each book’s end. The dynamic layout coupled with concise, accessible writing guarantees child appeal and usefulness.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2012 on The Midwest, The Northeast, The Southeast, The Southwest, U.S. Landforms, and The West (The U.S. Regions)
Cornerstones of Freedom, Third Series

Readers of this sweeping overview of 9/11 may not remember the day, but they will understand how lives were forever changed. Benoit’s introduction sets the scene without sensationalism. Focusing on the timeline and facts instead of personal narrative, readers will understand how fall of the Twin Towers and the Pentagon crash were just the beginning. Benoit adeptly turns this very complex timeline into understandable change. The choice of photos shows sensitivity. Also helpful are the glossary, maps, timeline, “important people” list, and sources. Additional information is included in boxes covering topics such as world views, yesterday’s headlines, and today’s perspectives. This is a nice addition to a collection needing information for middle readers. Index. Additional Selection

— Library Media Connection, March/April 2012 on September 11 We Will Never Forget
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